
 

 

 
  

 

September 2011 

 

 

Dear Coalition Family, 

We write to you as the newly elected Leadership Team for the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns. As you may 

know, we will be asking you all to help us collectively envision the future of the Coalition and to guide our 

movement for the coming years.  

Each of us was called in different ways to serve in this particular role. As we begin the work of designing a 

process of broad and deep consultation, we have been reflecting on the reasons we have each said ‘yes’ to this 

call, despite the many other demands on our time, resources, and energy.  

The reasons we said ‘yes’ all have human faces … and sacred stories.  

They are the faces of the people of God within and outside of the walls of our churches. They are stories of 

‘the least of these’ on the margins and of those empowered by God’s Spirit to do infinitely more than they 

could ever ask or imagine. They are stories of individuals and of congregational communities. These stories 

are each different and each one is sacred.  

             

Here are some of the reasons we said ‘yes’ … and we hope you will too:  

 the mother who was in tears of joy after an LGBT-affirming sermon because she never knew there was a 

place in a church for her transgender son. 

 the lesbian couple who could not get married in their former church but whose UCC congregation 

celebrated their wedding and stood beside them in the struggle for marriage equality in New York. 

 the suicidal gay teenager in Michigan whose aunt found a nearby Open and Affirming congregation on the 

Coalition website which proved to be a community of sanctuary and empowerment. 

 the LGBT children growing up in more than 4,000 UCC congregations that have not yet become Open and 

Affirming. 

 the gay man in Virginia who can answer his call to ordained ministry in the UCC after being denied the 

opportunity to serve elsewhere. 

 the transgender homeless youth who was not safe in any shelter but found sanctuary in an ONA church.  
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 the UCC church which came out in opposition to Prop 8 in California, and then celebrated the love of 20 

couples who stood in its sanctuary with red roses as the congregation gave thanks for them. 

 the joy seen in people who hadn’t experienced this kind of welcome before, and didn’t think they ever 

would. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, we ask each of you to give a financial gift to the Coalition as a sign of your support 

of and participation in our yet unfinished work. There are many more stories to be told. Please 

give online at www.ucccoalition.org or send a check or money order or credit card payment in the enclosed 

envelope. We invite each Open and Affirming congregation to contribute as well, so please ask your 

congregational leaders to be a part of this movement also!  

With gratitude and hope, 

Yvette Flunder, Julie Kilmer, Andy Lang, Phil Porter, Barbara Rathbun, 

Ammon Ripple, Michael Schuenemeyer, Enzi Tanner, and Rebecca Voelkel  

The UCC Coalition Leadership Team  www.ucccoalition.org/leadership 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The gift that keeps on giving     To authorize an automatic monthly gift, detach and send this form in the enclosed reply envelope. 

I would like to make a monthly donation in the amount of $  _____________________ to be automatically: 

□ debited from my checking account (include a voided check) 

□ debited from my savings account (contact your financial institution for a routing number) 

□ charged to the credit card information I provide on the reply envelope 

on the  □ 5th   □ 20th   of each month, effective immediately. 
 

I authorize the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns to process debit entries to my checking or savings account or to charge my credit card in accord with the information 

above. I understand that this authority will remain in effect until I provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization. 

 

Authorized Signature    ___________________________________________________________________________        Date   ____________________ 

We invite you to join us in reflecting on the 

reasons why the Coalition is important to you. 

Add your stories (without identifying information) by  

posting them at www.ucccoalition.org/stories.    

And we hope you will be a part of the upcoming conversations 

about the work we are called to as a community. To be sure you 

know about them, please do two things: 

1) ‘Like’ our Facebook page and visit it often at 

www.facebook.com/UCC.Coalition. 

2) Sign up for our free e-newsletter, Ripples, at 

www.ucccoalition.org/news. 
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